Intravital microscopy for the study of mouse microcirculation in anti-inflammatory drug research: focus on the mesentery and cremaster preparations.
Intravital microscopy is an extremely useful tool used as a qualitative and quantitative way of observing leukocyte-endothelial cell interactions in-vivo. This present article reviews the methods of the technique of intravital microscopy, in particular focussing on the mesentery and cremaster preparations. It focuses on how to actually carry out the experiments required to directly observe and localize the changes in the function of the microcirculation. Where necessary the reader is asked to refer to a selection of highly acclaimed publications, which should enable the reader to truly appreciate, and if necessary perform, the technique of intravital microscopy.